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Admission Policy for St Catherine’s Catholic Primary School (Hallam) Nursery 2018/2019 

 

Criteria for Admission: 

Where there are more applications for admission than the number of places available, the Governing Body will apply the following criteria 

in strict order of priority. Should the limit be reached mid category, the Governing Body will allocate places to the oldest children first. 

 

Category One 

Places will be prioritised for Catholic children (Footnote 2) who:- 

 

a) are Looked After Children or previously Looked After Children (Footnote 4);  

b) are siblings (Footnote 5) of Catholic children attending St. Catherine’s Catholic Primary School at the time of admission; 

c) live within the parish of St. Catherine’s. 

 

Category Two 

Looked After Children or previously Looked After Children (Footnote 4) who are not baptised Catholics. 

 

Category Three 

Children who have siblings (Footnote 5) attending St. Catherine’s Catholic Primary School at the time of admission. 

 

Category Four 

Catholic children (Footnote 2) who live in other Catholic parishes but who do not have a sibling (Footnote 5) in the school.   

 

Category Five  

Children who are members of: 

 

a) Orthodox Churches as recognised by the Catholic Church (Footnote 6) who have the written support of their minister and live 

within the parish of St. Catherine’s 

b) Other Christian denominations (Footnote 7) at the time of application, whose parents have sought the written support of their 

minister and live within the parish of St Catherine’s. 

 

Category Six 

Children who are members of other World Faiths whose parents wish their children to be educated in a Christ centred environment and 

whose parents have the written support of their Religious Leader. 

 

Category Seven  

Children with a specific educational, medical or emotional need, who do not come under any of the above categories, provided that 

appropriate written evidence from a suitably qualified professional e.g. Doctor, Social Worker is submitted with the application indicating 

why St. Catherine’s nursery is the most appropriate setting.  

 

Category Eight 

Children whose parents are seeking a Christian environment for their children’s education. 

 

Category Nine 

Other children 

 

Place of residence 

The child’s ordinary place of residence will be deemed to be a residential property at which the person or persons with parental 

responsibility for the child resides at the closing date for applications for admission to the nursery. Where a child resides at more than 

one address, for example where parents have shared responsibility, the child’s address for the purpose of allocating a place at the school 

will be at the address of the parent who ordinarily has responsibility for the child. Where the care is split equally between parents, parents 

must name which address is to be used for the purposes of allocating a nursery place. Documentary evidence may be required. A parent 

means all natural parents, any person who is not a parent but has parental responsibility for a child and any person who has care of a 

child. 

 

False Information  

1. Where the Governing Body has made an offer of a place at this nursery on the basis of a fraudulent or intentionally misleading 

application from a parent, which has effectively denied a place to a child with a stronger claim to a place at the nursery, the offer 

of a place may be withdrawn. 

2. Where a child starts attending the nursery on the basis of fraudulent and intentionally misleading information the place may be 

withdrawn by the Governing Body, depending on the length of time that the child has been at the nursery. 

3. Where a place or an offer has been withdrawn, the application will be re-considered, by the Governing Body, and a right of 

appeal offered if the place is refused. 
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Timetable  

Closing date for receipt of applications: Applications are taken throughout the year; the closing date for the academic year 2018/19 is 

Thursday 19th April 2018. 

Governing Body of St. Catherine’s Catholic Primary School: 24th April 2017 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Footnote 2 

“Catholic children” are children who have been baptised into the Roman Catholic Church, those formally received into the Roman Catholic 

Church, Catechumens, Candidates for Reception (those formally preparing to be received into the Roman Catholic Church), or those 

members of Churches who are in Full Communion with the Roman Catholic Church. 

 Definition of a Catechumen – Catechumens are those children who have expressed an explicit desire to be baptised into the 

Roman Catholic Church and who are currently preparing to receive the same by regular participation in Sunday worship and a 

recognised programme of preparation. 

 Definition of a Candidate for Reception – Candidates for Reception into Full Communion with the Roman Catholic Church are 

already baptised in another Christian Tradition, who have expressed an explicit desire to be incorporated into the Roman Catholic 

Church and who are currently preparing to be received into the Church by regular participation in Sunday worship and a 

recognised programme of preparation. It is advisable that records of any such reception or incorporation are maintained by the 

Parish. 

A list of those Churches which are in Full Communion with the Roman Catholic Church is available from the Diocesan Schools’ Department 

(0114 256 6440). 

 

Footnote 3  

A Statement of Special Educational Needs is a statement made by the Local Authority under section 324 of the Education Act 1996, 

specifying the special education provision for a child. An Education, Health and Care Plan is a plan made by the Local Authority under 

section 37 of the Children and Families Act 2014, specifying the special educational provision required for a child. 

 

Footnote 4  

Definition of ‘Looked After Children’ 

A ‘Looked After Child’ has the same meaning as in Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989, and means a child who is (a) in the care of a 

Local Authority, or (b) being provided with accommodation by a Local Authority in the exercise of their Social services functions (Section 

22(1) of the Children Act 1989). A Previously Looked After Child is a child who immediately after being Looked After became subject to 

an adoption, residence or special guardianship order. 

 

Footnote 5  

Definition of Sibling 

A sibling is defined as children who live as brother or sister in the same house, including natural brothers or sisters, adopted brothers or 

sisters, stepbrothers or stepsisters, and foster brothers and sisters, or the child of a parent’s partner where the child for whom the school 

place is sought is living in the same family unit at the same address as that sibling. It also includes natural brothers and sisters where the 

child for whom the school place is sought is not living in the same family unit at the same address as that sibling. 

 

Footnote 6   

Orthodox Churches – please contact the Diocesan Schools’ Department for further information. 

 

Footnote 7  

Definition of children of other Christian denominations – “Children of other Christian denominations” means: children who belong to 

other churches and ecclesial communities which, acknowledging God’s revelation in Christ, confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and 

Saviour according to the Scriptures, and, in obedience to God’s will and in the power of the Holy Spirit commit themselves: to seek a 

deepening of their communion with Christ and with one another in the Church, which is his body; and to fulfil their mission to proclaim 

the Gospel by common witness and service in the world to the glory of the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. An ecclesial community 

which on principle has no credal statements in its tradition, is included if it manifests faith in Christ as witness to in the Scriptures and is 

committed to working in the spirit of the above. All members of Churches Together in England and of CYTUN are deemed to be included 

in the above definition, as are all other churches and ecclesial communities that are in membership of any local Churches Together Group 

(by whatever title) on the above basis. 

 


